
FROM THE 
DIRECTOR'S CHAIR

Joining WFAEA is a unique 
opportunity to stay involved as 
your student navigates through 
the school system and is a 
perfect way to experience some 
of the amazing opportunities 
Westborough Public Schools 
provide.   If you?ve been feeling 
disconnected, WFAEA is a great 
way to engage with other 
parents and the fine arts 
department at Westborough 
Public Schools. 

Join today!

The Spotlight 
Westborough Fine Arts

Brought  to you by:

At tend a Meet ing!

Our next WFAEA meeting 
will be March 14, 2023 at 

7:00pm

Email us at info@wfaea.org 
to be included in the Zoom 

invite mailing list . 

 

 

 

www.w faea.org/m em bership
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Hello Fine Arts Families and Friends, 

I hope that 2023 is off to a wonderful start for you and your 

family. The Fine Arts Department is proud of the students? work in 

the first half of the year and we are excited to see what is in store 

for the second semester. 

March is both Music in Our Schools Month and Youth Art Month, 

and our students will be celebrating in a variety of ways in the 

coming weeks. Student artwork will be displayed at our Youth Art 

Month Exhibits throughout Massachusetts, musicians will be 

participating in multiple concerts and performances including in 

the MICCA Festival, and our middle and high school students will 

be participating in Jr. Districts and All-State Festivals. We are 

always so impressed with the artistry and musicianship of our 

students and we look forward to sharing their talents at the local 

and state level. 

On behalf of the Fine Arts faculty, I wish you a relaxing February 

vacation and a fun-filled Spring season. 

 

Sincerely, 

Christopher Martin
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 UPCOMING EVENTS

Please join 

Center Stage 

for our WHS Spring 

musical:

GUYS AND DOLLS

Friday,  April 28th
7pm

      Saturday, April 29th
              2pm and 7pm         

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Mar  21st , 7pm :

   StringFest

Mar  22nd, 7pm :
   MICCA Preview -Band            

Mar  23rd, 7pm :
   MICCA Preview -Chorus

Mar  24t h, 6pm :
   GMS Musical

Mar  25t h, 2pm :
   GMS Musical

Mar  31st , Apr i l  1st  & 2nd:
   MICCA Festival

Apr il 11t h, 7pm :
   Swing into Spring

Apr il 28t h & 29t h:
   WHS Musical

May 2nd, 7pm :

   GMS Band Concert

May 9t h, 7pm :
   WHS Chamber Concert

For  l ink  t o fu l l
West borough

Fine Ar t s Calendar

Click here

Friday,  March 24th 
 7pm

Saturday, March 25th 
 2pm 

Gibbons M iddle School
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MASSACHUSETTS INSTRUMENTAL & CHORAL CONDUCTORS' 
ASSOCIATION CONCERT FESTIVAL

  2023

West borough Ensem ble Per form ance Tim es 
& Locat ions

Friday, March 31st

Gibbons MS Orchest ra: 4:30pm  @ Bell ingham  HS

6t h Grade Band: 5:00pm  @ Hopk int on HS

WHS Cham ber  Singers: 5:20pm  @ West borough HS

Gibbons MS Band: 6:30 @ Bell ingham  HS

WHS Soprano and Alt o Chorale: 7:30pm  @ West borough HS

WHS Concer t  Choir  @ 8:50pm  @ West borough HS

Saturday, April 1st

WHS Concer t  Band: 9:00am  @ Bell ingham  HS

WHS Concer t  Orchest ra: 9:30am  @ Foxborough HS

WHS Sym phonic Band: 10:00am  @ Bell ingham  HS

WHS Cham ber  Orchest ra: 11:30am  @ Foxborough HS

The public is welcome to attend performances at all sites.  

There is a one-time admission fee which is valid at all choral and 
instrumental sites throughout the weekend. $10 for adults and $5 for 

students and senior citizens.  

Concessions will be available for purchase at all sites as well. 

This year 's MICCA Spr ing Fest ival w il l  be held March 31st , Apr i l  1st  & Apr i l  2nd. 

The choral por t ion of  t h is event  w il l  once again be host ed by West borough High School.  The 
school w il l  host  over  70 choral ensem bles f rom  school dist r ict s around t he st at e. 

The MICCA Concer t  Fest ival encourages t he im provem ent  of  an ensem ble's m usical 
st andards by providing m usical adjudicat ion by highly qualif ied adjudicat ors. At t endance at  
a fest ival also af fords organizat ions an oppor t unit y t o hear  per form ances by ot her  groups 

and exper ience t he present at ion of  a w ide var iet y of  m usical l i t erat ure.

 VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY : WFAEA is in need of volunteers to help run the 
Festival and sell concessions in the cafeteria. This is a great way to meet some people, 
get involved in a really fun event and hear some amazing performances.  Watch for the 

SignUp Genius or email us at info@wfaea.org  

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ui=2&ik=adb8250c5c&attid=0.0.1&permmsgid=msg-f:1749483086033222893&th=18476998fb907ced&view=fimg&fur=ip&sz=s0-l75-ft&attbid=ANGjdJ9n4UYvUIgHw4Ovf7nDVfv1hkxT79qfWnwnCcGRHDotbqVb9khwCWiRE_9XDrQQuwvOaD4h-gUntwV7NoLiE9UDI-eDv_FDrQuV3eLb5h0u6BUB-gT05glMd18&disp=emb&realattid=ii_lagtv5nx0
https://www.miccamusic.org/concert.html
https://www.wfaea.org/


ENSEMBLE SPOTLIGHT 

 MILL POND'S BLUE HERON BAND

www.WFAEA.org

Dur ing t he 2021-2022 school year , band t eachers Sarah Harney and Karen For rest  developed 

an idea t o of fer  st udent s in Grades 5 & 6 t he oppor t unit y t o audit ion for  and belong t o a 

new, ext ra-cur r icular  band.  It  was a huge success w it h 58 st udent s join ing.  This year , t hat  

num ber  has r isen t o 71 m usicians! The Spot l ight  recent ly caught  up w it h Sarah t o f ind out  

m ore about  t h is new  band.  

"Audit ions t ook  place over  t hree days in lat e January. St udent s 

received t he audit ion m at er ials about  a m ont h before t heir  

audit ion so t hey had plent y of  t im e t o prepare. The requirem ent s 

of  t he audit ions were dif ferent  for  f i f t h and sixt h grade and all t he 

m at er ials cam e f rom  t heir  books which we use in class everyday. 

Many of  t he st udent s expressed being nervous, however  I'm  very 

proud of  everyone who audit ioned because it  can be 

nerve-wrack ing playing by yourself , yet  t hey all st i l l  t ook  on t he challenge."  said Sarah.  

"Audit ioning, while scary at  f ir st , get s easier  t he m ore st udent s do it . I enjoy having t he 

st udent s audit ion t o be a par t  of  t h is ensem ble, not  only so I can hear  t heir  sound by 

t hem selves, but  also t o give t he st udent s t he exper ience of  audit ioning ear ly on. This w il l  

event ually prepare t hem  t o t ake audit ions for  dist r ict s or  ot her  ensem bles."  

"Blue Heron Band m em bers rehearse w it h m e af t er  school every Wednesday f rom  2-3. This is 

challenging for  Mil l  Pond st udent s since t hey have t o learn t hree (or  m ore) pieces of  m usic 

w it h only one hour  a week t o prepare for  t heir  concer t  in May. This m eans st udent s end up 

doing a lot  of  t he learning on t heir  own, w it h guidance f rom  what  we do in rehearsal." , said 

Sarah. "The m usic I choose for  Blue Heron Band needs t o challenge t he st udent s, w it hout  

feeling overwhelm ing, since t hey w il l  be learning a lot  of  i t  independent ly. I l ike t o give t he 

st udent s m ult iple st yles of  band reper t oire t o focus on dif ferent  sk il ls (t echnical playing, 

expressive playing, balance and blend, et c.). The st udent s seem  t o really enjoy t he ext ra 

m usic m ak ing oppor t unit y! "   

Sarah cont inues, "The biggest  benef it  of  Blue Heron Band is t hat  t he st udent s are playing 

t heir  inst rum ent s m ore! They have m ore excit ing m usic t o pract ice at  hom e. Especially in 

t he f ir st  few  years of  learning an inst rum ent , t he m ore st udent s play, t he bet t er  m usicians 

t hey becom e. This band gives t hem  an oppor t unit y t o im prove t heir  m usicianship t hrough 

pract ice and also get  t o do m ore of  a class t hey love; band!"

The Blue Heron Band w il l  per form  at  WHS at  t he Mil l  Pond Spr ing Band Concer t  on May 31st .  



On January 30th, Gibbons Chamber 
Orchestra students visited Mill Pond 
to perform for the 6th Grade 
Orchestra. After the 
performance, the two 
ensembles joined forces 
on stage to rehearse a 
piece together. 

www.WFAEA.org

SPOTLIGHT ON MILL POND STRINGS

GMS Cham ber  Orchest ra visit s 

Mil l  Pond Orchest ra

On February 15th, Fourth grade strings students at Mill 
Pond rehearsed with Ms. Gerratt for their very first 

concert as an orchestra, held on February 16th!

First  Concer t  for  

4t h Grade St r ings

GMS can't wait to welcome the 6th graders to Gibbons next year!

Link to full concert

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=adb8250c5c&attid=0.5&permmsgid=msg-f:1757918584875163111&th=186561a39b8a9de7&view=fimg&fur=ip&sz=s0-l75-ft&attbid=ANGjdJ-QuxYgqtA7vKTZ1OlbhJpzRDKss2Zk7wgGbBL2hcV-YiQOGYV6NbZXSik4qne-vBGy8sQ6PtSWm4z2FW3GyWUvAz2mXnPwWk7mA_gARAUdG0FpybyYW0DFk3k&disp=emb&realattid=ii_le5xy3yi4
https://youtu.be/qCxKqamvPME
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Click  on t he l inks below  t o enjoy w int er  concer t s
 by our  t alent ed elem ent ary and m iddle school m usicians.

-Brought to you, as always,  by Westborough TV

Armstrong 3rd Grade Strings 

Jan 27, 2023

Hastings 3rd Grade Strings 

Jan 26, 2023

Mill Pond 5th Grade Strings 

Jan 25, 2023

Fales 3rd Grade Strings 

Jan 25, 2023

Gibbons Winter concert

Dec 7, 2022

Mill Pond 5th Grade Band 

Dec 8, 2022

Think ing ahead t oward sum m er  plans yet ?  

The Mil l  Pond School Fine Ar t s Depar t m ent  is planning t o of fer  a 

2- week Sum m er  Band Cam p 

Monday, July 10t h - Fr iday, July 21st      8:30am  - 12:00pm       at  West borough High School    

 This cam p is int ended for  st udent s who w il l  be ent er ing int o Grade 5 & 6 in t he fall and w il l  be beginners in band. 
Par t icipat ing st udent s w il l  learn t he basics of  how  t o play a band inst rum ent  f rom  qualif ied m usic educat ors and high 

school/ college m usic st udent s.  St udent s w il l  provide a shor t  concer t  at  t he end of  cam p t o show f r iends and fam ily 
t he wonder ful m usical sk il ls t hey 've learned at  Sum m er  Band Cam p!

More inform at ion and det ails t o fol low  very soon; please save t he dat es if  your  st udent  is available and int erest ed!

Rising 5th & 6th Grade 
Mill Pond Families !

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKuZyN2ArHs
https://youtu.be/7qsBpJYeDbs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUf4nIeBTKU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qsBpJYeDbs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlHh9746a2U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHYGnQ4Za14
https://westboroughtv.org/category/education/
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WHS WINTER CONCERTS

The WHS Wint er  Vocal Pops Concer t  was held on 

Decem ber  1, 2022.  It  was a m usical 

ext ravaganza!  Wit h a l ineup of  t alent ed groups, 

including  t he Cham ber  Singers and t he A Capella  

groups: Don't  Panic, Harm ony in Heels, Double 

Take, and Mem bers Only.  The concer t  was a 

t reat  for  t he ears. Each group dem onst rat ed 

t heir  vocal sk il l  and lef t  t he audience im pressed 

w it h t heir  power ful rendit ions of  popular  songs. 

The l ively at m osphere and out st anding per form ances m ade for  a t ru ly unforget t able night  

of  m usic. If  you m issed t h is year 's Wint er  Vocal Pops Concer t , be sure t o cl ick  on t he video on 

t he r ight  and sit  back  and enjoy t he concer t !

Click  on video t o wat ch t he per form ance!

On February 2nd, t he WHS Jazz Band held a concer t  

feat ur ing t wo im pressive bands - t he Reper t oire Jazz Band 

and t he Fest ival Jazz Band. The t alent ed m usicians 

showcased t heir  sk il ls and delight ed t he audience w it h a 

range of  capt ivat ing jazz t unes. 

JA ZZ BA ND

VOCA L POPS

https://scontent-bos5-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.30808-6/328929186_559929546178369_7761896838376499771_n.jpg?_nc_cat=104&ccb=1-7&_nc_sid=730e14&_nc_ohc=0Cf1oafzYFsAX_Hy1_j&_nc_ht=scontent-bos5-1.xx&oh=00_AfC1m0SErOxwcbMg-vacNsBlRhWonrNtiKVnwWXpburVUA&oe=63EF2F7B
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FdlHh9746a2U%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0qoOOuLGyAZaHq1IqCOPcEBkkXYK63MdGehVIUU1c84vA3GoRFo2PPGVM&h=AT17n4qGEwqNcWlsi885hfJnwPBWrp1wJNCYrKCkCgT7Xw8lieuFqpYlGUn6jMfDNM6u0eyeeSF19Rf6TvSd6g6crEd8UbIpfalWs5gpkYwdqViZa9hO4sa-bZX-wD7DKXvo2bk&__tn__=H-R&c[0]=AT3YVtWh53XLoT5HzS8k6Rxh3Jl-zbkByfk47Gef_p3IgNdXtZCLHQDhoztB7wj75F9sA3jUd008TtKLPbOONvb7AHC_CPqf28ChdISXgK_mVkYjvAouAQtBx4itT2BSe-9mutavjrwSkRBtOADZZGSjf3RDNuKJmIXUye7REXRiVEWcOqj5XFr1EuCo-EBpPpz7vxMmNRKJ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hMBuqpVON0


WHS WINTER ORCHESTRA AND CHORUS CONCERT

www.WFAEA.org

On Decem ber  12t h, t he WHS Orchest ra and 

chorus per form ed t heir  w int er  concer t .

Wat ch t he Spect acular  WHS Orchest ra and 

Chorus Concer t  Video Now.

Chorus Seniors '23

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8azDnJ6tj0


Christmas at  Mechanics Hall

On January 18, 2023, WHS held 
a sm all ensem bles concer t  

feat ur ing an im pressive l ineup 
of  t alent ed m usicians. The 

concer t  showcased a diverse 
range of  m usical genres w it h 

per form ances by a st r ing 
quar t et , brass quar t et , 

saxophone quar t et , f lut e t r io, 
percussion ensem ble and a 

st r ing ensem ble.

www.WFAEA.org

SMALL ENSEMBLES CONCERT 

Click  on video t o wat ch 

t he per form ance!

https://scontent-bos5-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.30808-6/282998515_3197701107140871_639530099162356462_n.jpg?_nc_cat=111&ccb=1-7&_nc_sid=0debeb&_nc_ohc=oYZIzSNLNOUAX-yXfVd&_nc_ht=scontent-bos5-1.xx&oh=00_AT9lHtDsWWUwZkhC-2Zse_12gB4t-mIwb9aJFm3Mr090Dw&oe=629D3804
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efxZbWOFgCA
https://scontent-bos5-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.30808-6/326375324_857366542183462_847754950888890057_n.jpg?_nc_cat=111&ccb=1-7&_nc_sid=730e14&_nc_ohc=mpH6_J0H7mkAX9A4490&_nc_ht=scontent-bos5-1.xx&oh=00_AfA6G3uFah5PwP3n2j1xOsl0oQZ1QdGmWc04X0qP4UTbyQ&oe=63DE11D2


photo credit: Michelle French 
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WHS WINTER BAND CONCERT

The w int er  band concer t  on Decem ber  12t h was a resounding success! The sym phonic band and 

concer t  band wowed t he audience w it h t heir  individual per form ances, but  t he highlight  of  t he 

evening was undoubt edly t heir  joint  per form ance of  "Sleigh Ride"  as t he m ega band. The fest ive 

at m osphere and incredible t alent  on display m ade for  a m em orable night  t hat  lef t  everyone feeling 

uplif t ed and fu ll of  holiday spir it .

Click  on video t o wat ch 

t he per form ance!

https://scontent-bos5-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.30808-6/319739623_1133406780684377_5980628081018899092_n.jpg?_nc_cat=103&ccb=1-7&_nc_sid=730e14&_nc_ohc=cRa7RaXaXjkAX-4NNXi&_nc_ht=scontent-bos5-1.xx&oh=00_AfDZcqCT-7wovB8UpAkAc_a5aatj_J1_6DIvwBmA1TAApA&oe=63E519D1


photo credit: Michelle French 

ANNUAL CHORAL COLLAGE CONCERT

"THE SOUND OF OUR VOICES"

Click here to watch 

these amazing 

singers perform at 

the 2023 Coral 

collage!

www.WFAEA.org

In January, al l of  t he choral groups and ensem bles f rom  Mil l  Pond, Gibbons and WHS 
cam e t oget her  t o per form  a wonder ful evening of  m usic!  The night  culm inat ed w it h 
a beaut ifu l rendit ion of   Sim on & Gar funkel's "Br idge Over  Troubled Wat er "  sung by 
all groups t oget her  on st age.   See t he l ink  t o t he fu ll recording below.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2?ui=2&ik=adb8250c5c&attid=0.2&permmsgid=msg-f:1756192175541579142&th=185f3f7a9c79ed86&view=fimg&fur=ip&sz=s0-l75-ft&attbid=ANGjdJ-A2Rs-3ZNXaBlilvjCTUAIRN34jBc16GpSGs-phQUGu2xQiKuLk9cpcGfdW6YhC-wdbYYTfb5c9m6maqCqCGonXnScszeIQBgv5M-xQFMkNHVF3xeAQXsUx_k&disp=emb&realattid=185f3f73478bd7cb8353
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GN1gE2sJZxg
https://youtu.be/GN1gE2sJZxg


CLASSROOM SPOTLIGHT
VISUAL ARTS - PETER GLENN

www.WFAEA.org

The WHS Mixed Media paint ing class is st ar t ing t heir  
pr int m ak ing unit .  St udent s are using l inoleum  t o pr int  on 
found and reclaim ed sur faces. This project  is t he beginning 
of  t he reduct ive draw ing unit , and encourages st udent s t o 
t h ink  about  alt ernat ive draw ing/paint ing sur faces.  As 
st udent s progress, t hey w il l  be t ransit ioning int o 
t radit ional Provincet own /whit e l ine pr int ing. This is a 
wonder ful oppor t unit y for  t he class  t o learn new 
t echniques and get  creat ive w it h t heir  ar t .    

Explor ing t he ar t  of  pr int m ak ing: Check  out  som e of  t he st unning pieces 
creat ed by our  t alent ed st udent s!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provincetown_Printers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provincetown_Printers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provincetown_Printers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provincetown_Printers


CONGRATULATIONS!

Congrat ulat ions t o t he follow ing 7t h, 8t h and 9t h grade st udent s who audit ioned and 
were accept ed int o t he CDMMEA Junior  Fest ival!

Audit ions were held on February 4t h.  St udent s were graded by a CDMMEA adjudicat or  in 
t he areas of  sight  reading, scale/ key know ledge and per form ance of  a required piece.  

St udent s were  provided feedback  t hrough a st andards-based rubr ic w it h w r it t en 
com m ent s.  These rubr ics were used t o det erm ine t h is year 's par t icipant s in t he Cent ral 

Dist r ict  Fest ival. 

Accept ed st udent s w il l  at t end rehearsals on Apr i l  3rd and Apr i l  6t h, in addit ion t o a fu l l  

day of  rehearsals and per form ances on Apr i l  28t h at  Frank lin High School.  

www.WFAEA.org

Chorus
Danica Beaver
Sriraaga Chillara
Ishani Datta
Brooks DeCoste
Sudevi Ghosh
Ruthwika Goriparti
Kyomi Merced
Shrishtitha Pandy
Stuti Patil
Malavika Pillai
Vihaan Shinde
Natalie Unkovic
Sudiksha Vedala

Orchest ra
Lorelei Heinrich
Gavin Hu
Al Regnier
Annie Shi
Sahil Thadani
Saanvi Vasisht
Katie Xia

Concer t  Band
Arnav Chinthapatla
Dennis Cram
Alexis Guadiz
Vikram Hiranandani
Travis Knox
Sahasra Kommineni
Aidan Lawyer
Karan Madhav
Aryan Rakesh Nair
Suhrud Patwardhan
Cole Petri
Gerry Qiu
Danica Xiong

Jazz Band
Will Johnston

On Thursday, February 9t h, WHS Orchest ra st udent s at t ended a Bost on Sym phony Orchest ra open 
rehearsal at  Sym phony Hall. Before t he rehearsal began, st udent s were t reat ed t o a Q&A session 
w it h Gram m y nom inat ed com poser , Car los Sim on, dur ing which Sim on discussed his background, 
inf luences, as well as t he inspirat ion behind his new  piece. The rehearsal, under  t he direct ion of  

Andr is Nelsons, included Sim on's Four Black American Dances (wor ld prem iere), Bloch's 

Schelomo wit h solo cell ist , Sheku Kanneh-Mason, and Beet hoven's Symphony No. 7.

WHS ORCHESTRA -TRIP TO BSO 

https://scontent-bos5-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.30808-6/278271000_3169260443318271_421146697856005855_n.jpg?_nc_cat=108&ccb=1-7&_nc_sid=730e14&_nc_ohc=st3RL-rWOFYAX8Obxfn&tn=K5ReKUGfWudZji5E&_nc_ht=scontent-bos5-1.xx&oh=00_AT9AaJcWZ-RaBamtIhU240k-DRCOPBhccYno7HkbTrPWQA&oe=629C771D


Congrat ulat ions t o t he follow ing West borough High School St udent s who 
audit ioned and were accept ed int o t he 2023 MMEA All-St at e Fest ival !  

It  is a great  honor  for  t he st udent s (and for  our  school dist r ict ) t o be 
select ed f rom  a large group of  t alent ed m usicians t hroughout  t he st at e t o 

t ake par t  in t h is event .   

West borough is proud t o have 11 of  our  m usicians par t icipat ing t h is year . 

The 69th Annual Massachusetts All-State Festival 
and Concerts will feature more than 500 of 
Massachusetts? most dedicated up-and-coming 
musicians in chorus, orchestra, concert band, 
and jazz. 

The Festival offers talented high school students 
the opportunity to rehearse and perform under 
the direction of nationally recognized 
conductors.  

Students are selected to audition each year 
based on their individual district audition 
results. Only about 500 are accepted. After an 
intensive rehearsal process, the students 
celebrate their hard work and achievement with 
this exciting performance at Boston's Symphony 
Hall.

CHORUS

Ian Chace, tenor

Chase Crandal l , tenor

August  Duncan, tenor

Susannah Gordon, al to

Sofia Holmes, al to

ORCHESTRA

Diya Karthick, viol in

Joel Lee, cel lo

Sam Mattson, bass

Esha Prasad, al to

Zhoul i Wang, viol in

April Zhang, viol in

Rehearsals w il l  be held on March 3rd, fol lowed by a concer t  on Sat urday, 
March 4t h at  Sym phony Hal l .  The public is welcom e t o at t end. 

Ticket s can be purchased here.

CONGRATULATIONS ALL-STATE PARTICIPANTS

www.WFAEA.org

https://www.bso.org/events/the-69th-annual-massachusetts-all-state-concert
https://www.bso.org/events/the-69th-annual-massachusetts-all-state-concert


CDMMEA SENIOR FESTIVAL

www.WFAEA.org

West borough had 50 st udent s par t icipat ing in t he Senior  Cent ral Dist r ict  2023 Fest ival 
Concer t  at  Mechanics Hall in Worcest er  on January 14t h.

The im pressive concer t  was t he result  of  hard work  by bot h t eachers and st udent s. 
Our  st udent s are so lucky t o have access t o t hese out st anding educat ors. 

Congrat ulat ions t o all!

Concert  Band

Chorus

Orchest ra

Jazz Band

www.WFAEA.org



In honor  of  Black  Hist ory Mont h, Mil l  Pond Elem ent ary st udent s 
have creat ed 2 inst allat ions 

The second piece is a collaborat ive 
work  creat ed by our  4t h graders. Their  
work  is inspired by Alm a Thom as, who 
t aught  in t he Washingt on D.C. area for  
over  40 years and st ar t ed paint ing, as 
a profession, at  t he age of  70. The 
Obam as added her  paint ing,"The 
Resur rect ion" , t o t he Whit e House 
perm anent  ar t  collect ion in 2015.  This 
was t he f ir st  ar t work  by an Afr ican 
Am er ican wom an t o hang in t he public 
spaces of  t he Whit e House and ent er  
t h is collect ion.  To f ind out  m ore about  
Alm a Thom as and her  paint ing, wat ch 
t he video below.

The f irst , creat ed by our  5t h graders, is 
dedicat ed t o Mar t in Lut her  King . . . 

ent it led "Power ful Words"

UNIFORM COMMITTEE
We are forming a small group of 
parents, students and teachers 
to research a gender neutral 
option for the musical 
ensembles (not marching band).  
Small time commitment. Please 
email info@wfaea.org  by March 
1st if you or someone you know 
is interested in this.

MILL POND ART 

https://youtu.be/-Y78vnpL3a4


                                                          IN THE ART ROOM - WHS

The WHS Chapt er  of  Nat ional Ar t  Honor  Societ y host ed a f igure draw ing night  in January. "This fundraiser  

served as an oppor t unit y for  st udent s t o pract ice observat ional draw ing f rom  life and brought  t oget her  a fun 
group of  t eachers and st udent s. We are hoping t o cont inue t h is event  in com ing m ont hs."  

-Em m a Ballachino, WHS 3D Ar t  Teacher  & NAHS Advisor .

www.WFAEA.org

Find out  m ore about  NAHS here!

The Nat ional Ar t  Honor  Societ y program s provide 

nat ional recognit ion and oppor t unit ies for  

st udent s who exhibit  out st anding scholarship in 

t he visual ar t s and for  t heir  t eachers.  In t h is t im e 

of  uncer t aint y and pot ent ial isolat ion, connect ing 

and acknow ledging out st anding visual ar t s 

st udent s is m ore im perat ive t han ever .  

Par t icipat ion in NAHS provides your  st udent s, 

facult y, school and com m unit y w it h invaluable 

benef it s - including peer  recognit ion, leadership 

grow t h oppor t unit ies, college and career  

preparat ion, recognit ion of  our  ar t  program  and so 

m uch m ore. - NAEA Websit e 

The WHS Chapter of NAHS was established in 2021-2022 and currently has 16 members. 

This year's induction ceremony will be held in the spring. 

https://www.arteducators.org/national-art-honor-societies


www.WFAEA.org

TRI-M
MUSIC HONOR SOCIETY

To learn m ore about  Tr i-M and requirem ent s for  m em bership, fol low  t his l ink .

Tri-M is the national honor society for student musicians   It is designed to recognize students 
for their academic and musical achievements, reward them for their accomplishments and 
service activities, and to inspire other students to excel at music and leadership. Currently, 

there are over 2,100 chapters in all 50 states, involving more than 84,000 students. 

The WHS Chapter held it's 2023 induction ceremony on February 16th.  

29 new members were inducted this year.

Congratulations to our 
2023 Inductees!

Sofia Altamirano

Zainab Anwar

Finnegan Clegg

Ethan Cram

Yan An Cui

Augustus Duncan

Mayeesha Ghani

Naomi Gold

Dylan Guadiz

Sofia Holmes

Andrew Izvolsky

Diya Karthick

Dev Khanna

Aadit Krishna

Elizabeth Kudej

Samantha Lasch

Michelle Lo

Sydney McCullough

Lila Movahedi

Kayla Niece

Kaitlyn Richards

Daniel Shi

Sasha Sklar

Meredith Swanson

Kaushiki Thatikonda

Amelia Wahlers

Kendra Workman

Shaokie Zhang

April Zhang

http://whs.westboroughk12.org/classrooms/tri-_m_music_honor_society
http://whs.westboroughk12.org/classrooms/tri-_m_music_honor_society
http://whs.westboroughk12.org/classrooms/tri-_m_music_honor_society


WFAEA GRANTS AND DONATIONS

www.WFAEA.org

FUNDING FOR CLINICIANS: WFAEA offers funding to hire professional artists and musicians, who are highly 
respected in their fields, to come into the classroom and work with our students.  This is a fantastic 

opportunity for our students to learn from outside professionals to gain new perspectives and insights on 
their repertoire and provide valuable feedback to teachers on their rehearsal strategies.  Annually, WFAEA 

spends up to $3,200 for clinicians. 

To date this year, WFAEA has approved spending on the following:

- Guest clinician Dr . Lindsay Bronnekant , from UMASS Amherst, to work with 
the WHS Concert and Symphonic Bands on March 1st and March 17th. 

- Guest clinician, Susan Mem oli, from Wayland High School, to work with the 
Gibbons Middle School Orchestra on March 7th.

- Guest clinician Adam  Boyles, Director of the MIT Orchestra, to work with the 
WHS orchestras on March 10th and March 15th.

- Guest clinician, Michele Adam s, Performing Arts Center of Metrowest, to work 
with the three academic choir ensembles at WHS on February 16th and 
March 16th.    

- We are excited to share some news about an upcoming summer band camp program 
developed by Karen Forrest, aimed at introducing 5th & 6th grade students to band instruction 
just prior to the start of the school year.  Karen is applying for funds from various sources to 
offset the cost of this camp for families. We are proud to announce that  WFAEA has approved a 
$3,000 subsidy towards the costs of this camp. This funding will go a long way in helping Karen 
make the program a reality and providing an opportunity for children to get an early start in 
band instruction.

- WFAEA has approved a funding request from Amy Crossin, one of our 
talented elementary art teachers, to purchase 18 new gelli printing 
plates for her classroom.  Gelli plates are a versatile and easy-to-use 
tool for printing, with an added benefit of lasting for many years. With 
these new plates, students will be able to experiment with different 
textures, patterns, and colors to create unique prints that reflect their 
individual style and vision. This will enable the entire class to 
participate in the mono-printmaking process.

WFAEA is happy t o suppor t  t he Next  Generat ion of  

Musicians and Ar t ist s: 

Recent  Funding Request s have been approved for  m ult iple cl in ician 

grant s,  Sum m er  Band Cam p and Ar t  Supplies.

We look  forward t o fu lf i l l ing m any m ore funding request s as we cont inue t he 

school year !  Follow  our  l ink  t o f ind out  m ore about  what  we do!

OTHER FUNDING:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cb7TqkgXzL4
https://www.wfaea.org/
https://www.wfaea.org/


www.WFAEA.org

WFAEA BUSINESS SPONSORS

Excit ing news ! WFAEA has purchased a large screen TV and st and t o be used t o 
elect ronically  display t he logos of  our  Orchest ra-level business sponsors as well as 
im por t ant  f ine ar t s news dur ing WHS f ine ar t s concer t s and event s. This new  addit ion 
w il l  provide a plat form  for  local businesses t o showcase t heir  suppor t  for  t he ar t s.  We're 
look ing forward t o adding addit ional fun cont ent  as we m ove forward! Look  for  t he 
display out side of  t he audit or ium  at  t he next  event ! 

Becom e a sponsor  and have your  
Logo present ed on t he new 

elect ronic display at  an upcom ing 
event .

TO OUR GENEROUS 2022/2023 SPONSORS!

Thank you t o our  sponsors!

https://www.davidfrenchmusic.com
http://www.rhythmdanceco.com
http://www.westborocivicclub.com
https://www.wfaea.org/patron-packages
https://www.mathnasium.com
https://andrewabu.com
https://www.davidfrenchmusic.com
https://www.wfaea.org/


WFAEA thanks our generous 2022-2023 supporters

St anding Ovat ion ($300)
Eric & Michelle French

The Keogh Family

Patrick and Jennifer Guadiz

The Knox Family

Salut e ($30)
The Gros Family

Applause ($50)
The Burow Family

The Plunkett Family

Maria and Zahid Ahmed

Cheer  ($75)
The Martin Family

Bravo ($100)
The Niece Family

The Chace Family

The Henderson Family

The Crandall Family

Anonymous

Marc and Mary Levesque Family

The Swanson/Fitch Family

The Cushman Family

Liza Hubbard

The Northrup Family

Roberta Di Terlizzi

Encore ($150)
The Chong Family

The Kinsky Family

Josh Gordon & Naomi Botkin

Anna Leduc and Mark Zepf

The Datta/Dasgupta Family

You can also m ake a donat ion w it hout  becom ing a WFAEA m em ber .

Co-Presidents      Lisa Chace

                      Jessica Crandall

Vice President      Debra Cushman

Treasurer      Jennifer Niece

Secretary      Kathy Swanson             

WFAEA 2022-23 OFFICERS

www.WFAEA.org

https://www.abcteach.com/documents/clip-art-cello-bw-i-abcteachcom-42180
https://www.abcteach.com/documents/clip-art-cello-bw-i-abcteachcom-42180
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=WIJvxFGyZZY3ZxM0215okUlbbLtnY1C0ggNlBWIHaPw2wPCHi_1NCGeHAf5GVRsREmwgAX1bInm3qvWm
https://www.wfaea.org/membership


www.WFAEA.org

Looking for a way to 
recognize your 

graduating Senior?  
Dedicate a seat in the 

high school 
auditorium!

 WANT TO GET
INVOLVED WITH WFAEA?

We are look ing for  volunt eers t o 
help!  

There are m any fun ways t o be a 
par t  of  

 West borough's Fine Ar t s 

Shop at sm ile.am azon.com  and 
Amazon will donate to your favorite 

charitable organization, 

at no cost  t o you .

At t ent ion Businesses 

Questions?  Email   INFO@WFAEA.ORG

W e i n v i te ou r  l ocal  bu si n esses to h elp  su p p or t  
f i n e ar ts i n  th e W estbor ou gh  Pu b l i c Sch ool s

Fin d  ou t  m or e h er e:

www.WFAEA.org

https://www.wfaea.org/product-page/seat-of-recognition
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1odWgjfPp9XovLhoHxX7V7NHkwvNP9WIDtF-zQtO7tO4/edit#gid=0
https://smile.amazon.com/charity/my-impact?_encoding=UTF8&ref_=smi_ge2_setch_sub_dshb
https://www.wfaea.org/patron-packages
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