
Greet ings Fine Ar t s Fam ilies & Fr iends, 

I hope t he school year  is going sm oot hly for  everyone. It  is hard t o 

believe we have already reached Novem ber ! The f irst  quar t er  of  t he 

school year  has f lown by and we are enjoying each and every day 

we get  t o spend w it h st udent s. 

The Fine Ar t s Depar t m ent  has had a product ive st ar t  t o our  year . 

We have welcom ed f ive new st af f  m em bers, incorporat ed our  WHS 

Journalism  program  int o t he depar t m ent , par t nered w it h Music 

Worcest er , at t ended a rehearsal w it h t he Bost on Sym phony 

Orchest ra, put  on wonder ful dram a product ions at  bot h Gibbons 

and West borough High School, and our  st udent s have already 

per form ed over  t went y t im es! We are cont inually im pressed by our  

st udent s and are grat eful for  all of  t he fam ily and com m unit y 

suppor t .

I hope t o see you at  one of  our  m any w int er  per form ances and 

com m unit y event s! 

Sincerely, 

Chr ist opher  Mar t in
Direct or  of  Fine Ar t s 

 

 

FROM THE 
DIRECTOR'S CHAIR

Hi everyone!  I hope you enjoy our 
first newsletter of the 2023-24 
school year.  

All the amazing work highlighted 
here is supported by WFAEA 
members and business sponsors. 

Consider becoming a member 
each year!  It 's a unique way to 
stay involved as your student 
grows as well as support fine arts 
programs, projects, clinicians and 
scholarships across Westborough 
Public Schools. 

WFAEA is also a fun and easy going 
group of fine arts families! 

And, if you are a local business 
owner, we'd greatly appreciate 
your support as well! 

Please visit our websit e to learn 
more and join today! 

Thanks and see you soon!

Lisa Chace
WFAEA President 
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At t end a Meet ing!
Our next WFAEA meeting will be live at the WHS 

Library!
Jan 9, 2024 at  7:00pm

Email us at info@wfaea.org to be included on the  
mailing list. 

https://youtu.be/CvURmbktnbE
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 UPCOMING EVENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Nov 14t h, 7pm :

Vijay Gupta Collaborative 
Concert

Nov 15t h, 5pm  & 7pm :

Band-O-Rama

Nov 18t h:

CDMMEA Sr District 
Auditions

Nov 23rd, 10:00am :

Thanksgiving Football 
Game, WHS 

Nov 29t h, 7pm :

WHS Small Ensembles 
Concert

Nov 30t h, 7pm :

WHS Vocal Pops Concert

Dec 6t h & 7t h, 7pm :

GMS Concerts

Dec 12t h, 7pm :

 WHS Winter Band Concert

Dec 15t h, 1:30pm :

GMS in School Concert

Dec 19t h, 7:00pm

WHS Choir/Orchestra 
Winter Concert, 
community welcome!

   For  l ink  t o fu l l
West borough

Fine Ar t s Calendar

Click here

THE WOLVES

A Play by Sarah 
DeLappe about High 

school girls' 
experiences during 

Saturday soccer 
warmups.

Jan 18th, 19th and 
20th @ 7pm

Keep an eye out  for  
t icket s for  t h is 

excit ing play put  on 
by WHS st udent s.

CENTER STAGE

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=4fr1baqbnac2o74db5l5l1bm9c%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=4fr1baqbnac2o74db5l5l1bm9c%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=4fr1baqbnac2o74db5l5l1bm9c%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York
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MESSAGES FROM WFAEA

Family M usic Night

Look out for 
dates and details!

CONCERTS IN THE 2023-2024 
SEASON CONTINUE TO BE FREE FOR 

ALL WESTBOROUGH FAMILIES!

BAND

RAMA
     o

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15TH

Per f or mances at  5:00 and 7:00 pm
WHS Gymnasium
Free ticket required.

Livestream provided by Westborough TV

come and see

https://scontent-bos5-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.30808-6/348312711_616904290348950_6425325126729920021_n.jpg?_nc_cat=100&ccb=1-7&_nc_sid=5f2048&_nc_ohc=eqSWrMLmSGYAX8MiklN&_nc_ht=scontent-bos5-1.xx&cb_e2o_trans=q&oh=00_AfDQ3UxsI2U4Ux2NXAfQujv0YrbblNdTQzfulgnAj4kUrw&oe=6546D26A
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4FA8AC2EA1FA7-45183567-2023#/
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The senior directors of Love/ Sick

WHS' CENTER STAGE IS "LOVE/SICK"!

Excit ing News f rom  Cent er  St age!

On November 2nd, 3rd, and 4th, 
Center Stage kicked off the year 
with a bang, presenting a series of 
8 one-act romantic comedy plays. 
Directed by talented students, the 
cast wowed audiences on Thursday 
and performed to a sold out crowd 
on both Friday and Saturday. 

Stay tuned for more amazing 
productions this season!

Photo credits: Kristy Kocuo and Jess Crandall

https://www.whscenterstage.com


Alum ni Spot l ight

Abigail Hammond (WHS '19)

www.WFAEA.org

Can you share som e highlight s or  
achievem ent s f rom  your  t im e in 
college, such as not able per form ances 
or  project s you were involved in?

I feel very grateful to have had a lot of 
really cool performance experiences 
throughout my time at school; I?ve had 
the opportunity to lead a couple school 
productions, my favorite being "She loves 
Me" where I played Amalia Balash my 
senior year. I?ve also had some good 
experiences workshopping and 
developing new musicals with industry 
professionals, as well as performing a 
handful of concerts at venues such as 
Carnegie Hall, Birdland Jazz, and 54 
Below.

What  advice do you have for  cur rent  
h igh school st udent s who aspire t o 
pursue a t heat er  ar t s degree in 
college?

My advice for anyone planning to pursue 
a degree in Theater would be to seek out 
additional experiences outside of your 
school environment; by this I mean 
classes, lessons, choirs, other theatrical 
productions, dance classes, etc. I say this 
because, while I loved the work I was able 
to do at WHS, those extra opportunities 
that I sought out provided more 
experiences for me to learn and grow. It?s 
really important that you dedicate your 
time to learning and growing your skills 
as an artist and expose yourself to all 
types of experiences. The application 
process that you will go through will be 
quite different and more time consuming 
than that of your peers, but if this is 
something that you really want to pursue 
then it will be totally worth it in the end!

We're thrilled to catch up with our talented high school alumni, Abby 
Hammond, who has just graduated from the Manhattan School of 
Music and is now making her dreams come true in the heart of New 
York City.  We are so thankful that Abby was so generous to take some 
time out of her busy schedule to answer some questions.

What  were som e of  t he m ost  valuable 
lessons or  sk il ls you learned dur ing your  
college t heat er  program ?

I learned a lot from my time at the 
Manhattan School of Music; it feels almost 
impossible to write everything down. I?d say 
that the most important thing that I learned 
is how to start my journey of becoming a 
professional. What I mean by this is I 
learned how to conduct myself in a 
professional manner inside audition rooms, 
rehearsal rooms, during performances, etc. 
This also translates to the expectations that 
people will have of me as a professional; 
how to practice in an effective way, learn 
material quickly, how to elevate it, what it 
means to be prepared, and how to work 
with the cast and creative team around you 
to tell a story.

What  are som e of  t he challenges you've 
faced in pursuing a career  in t heat er , 
and how have you overcom e t hem ?

It?s interesting to talk about challenges, 
because in a way I feel like I am in the most 
challenging phase of my career, because I 
am fresh out of school and in a lot of ways 
still trying to break into the industry. I 
would say specifically these challenges are 
mainly based around how competitive 
everything is. For every job (both Broadway, 
Regional, Summer, off-Broadway, concert 
gigs, etc.) There are an insane amount of 
people who show up, I mean hundreds, and 
for the really big project sometimes 
thousands (especially if the first audition is 
virtual.) You must have a really thick skin 
and not take rejection personally, because 
the unfortunate reality is that essentially for 
every one ?yes?, there are at least 10-20 
?no?s.? Naturally, this creates a lot of room 
for comparison. The best way that I?ve 
found to deal with this is constantly 
reminding myself to ?stay in my own lane,? 
and that nobody has my sets of abilit ies or 
will do the material exactly like I will. I?ve 

had to try and develop lots of confidence 
over the years, and learn that ultimately 
rejection is not personal, even if it feels as 
such. Another way I cope with these 
feelings and issues is to go and 
submit/audition for everything I possibly 
can; statistically speaking, the more you put 
yourself out there, the closer you get to that 
?yes.?

Is t here anyt hing else you'd l ike t o share 
w it h t he high school com m unit y or  any 
m essage you'd l ike t o convey t o your  
alm a m at er?

WHS is a really great place, where it really 
allows you to explore all of your interests 
under the guidance of some truly 
wonderful teachers. Enjoy your time there 
and take advantage of everything they have 
to offer!

Abigail Hammond as Amalia Bash in "She 
Loves Me" at Manhattan School of Music 
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WANT TO GET
INVOLVED WITH WFAEA?

We are looking for volunteers to help!  
There are many fun ways to be a part of 
 Westborough Public School Fine Arts. 

Chorus Seniors '23

How  You  Can  Ge t  I n v o l v ed :
- Become a m em ber  for  t he 2023-24 school year  
- Volunt eer  to help support fine arts programs and events
- Follow us on Facebook  and Inst agram
- Come to our m ont hly m eet ings (2nd Tuesday of the month on Zoom) include:

- District updates from our Director of Fine Arts
- Grant funds to fine arts programs and projects
- Award senior scholarships to fine arts students 
- Meet other parents by volunteering

Anyone can join  our email list to receive updates throughout the year about meetings, events 
and volunteer opportunities. 

$5 Magnet

$2 St i ckerNew WFAEA merch!
For  sale at  upcoming Fine Ar t  events!

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1odWgjfPp9XovLhoHxX7V7NHkwvNP9WIDtF-zQtO7tO4/edit#gid=0
https://www.wfaea.org/become-a-member
https://www.wfaea.org/become-a-member
https://www.wfaea.org/become-a-member
https://www.wfaea.org/become-a-member
https://www.wfaea.org/become-a-member
https://www.wfaea.org/become-a-member
https://www.wfaea.org/become-a-member
https://www.wfaea.org/become-a-member
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfeKvpqH0oZH7_ZCZdh7tdJFvYBgOw2b2mgAWfz5qRxT46rg/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/wfaea.org/
https://www.instagram.com/wfaea_/
https://www.wfaea.org/about-wfaea
https://www.wfaea.org/about-wfaea
http://info@wfaea.org


www.WFAEA.org

Jazz Band
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Each year , t he West borough Fine Ar t s Educat ion Associat ion proudly    
awards scholarships t o deserving West borough High School seniors.  ?

        Par t icipat ion in t he Ar t s Scholarship:
This scholarship is awarded to individuals who 
have dedicated themselves to participating in 
courses and activities within the Fine Arts 
Department for all 4 years of their high school 
career and earned at least an A average in any 
fine arts classes.   
?
        Passion for  t he Ar t s Scholarship:
This scholarship is offered to any Westborough 
High School student who plans on pursuing 
post-secondary studies in the Fine Arts.  The 
student must have a declared Fine Arts major.  
The scholarship is awarded to individuals who 
have dedicated themselves to participating in 
courses and activities within the Fine Arts 
Department for all 4 years of their high school 
career and earned at least an A average in any 
fine arts classes.
?

SCH O L A RSH I P S

Eligibil i t y:
Qualified seniors who have 
participated in the Westborough 
Fine Arts Department throughout 
their four years at Westborough 
High School and whose 
parents/guardians have been a 
member in good standing of 
WFAEA for for two (2) of the last 
four (4) years.*
 
* Class of 2024 families are excluded 
from the membership requirement.
 
Rules:
Any application submitted for the 
Passion for the Arts Scholarship will 
automatically ALSO be eligible for 
the Participation Scholarship. All 
applications will be reviewed by 
Fine Arts Faculty and scholarships 
will be awarded at Graduation. 
 
Deadline t o apply is noon EST on 
May 2, 2024.

https://www.wfaea.org/scholarships
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Looking for a way to 
recognize your 

graduated Senior?  
Dedicate a seat in the 

high school 
auditorium!

Join t he WFAEA Team  and Make a Dif ference! 

Are you ready to make a posit ive impact  in the WHS fine arts 
community? We have two excit ing volunteer opportunit ies 

wait ing for you at  WFAEA:

        MICCA Concessions Organizer : Step into the heart of one of 
the year 's most exciting events! As a concessions organizer, you'll 
shadow our current chair coordinator, gaining valuable 
experience to take the lead next year. Be part of the team that 
keeps the MICCA event running smoothly and ensure that 
attendees have a fantastic time.
        

         POPS Night  Chairperson : Get ready to make POPS Night on 
May 15, 2024 the highlight of the year! As the chairperson, you'll 
be responsible for organizing registration, appetizers, and 
beverages for this extraordinary end-of-the-year celebration.You'll 
have a great crew of volunteer to help at every turn!   It 's an 
opportunity to be at the center of WFAEA's big fundraiser!

SEAT OF 
RECOGNITION

TWO FUN
VOLUNTEER OPENINGS!

Click here to volunteer!

https://www.wfaea.org/product-page/seat-of-recognition
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfeKvpqH0oZH7_ZCZdh7tdJFvYBgOw2b2mgAWfz5qRxT46rg/viewform
https://scontent-bos5-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.30808-6/278271000_3169260443318271_421146697856005855_n.jpg?_nc_cat=108&ccb=1-7&_nc_sid=730e14&_nc_ohc=st3RL-rWOFYAX8Obxfn&tn=K5ReKUGfWudZji5E&_nc_ht=scontent-bos5-1.xx&oh=00_AT9AaJcWZ-RaBamtIhU240k-DRCOPBhccYno7HkbTrPWQA&oe=629C771D
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In an unforgettable experience, this fall, our 
talented WHS Orchestra students had the 
incredible opportunity to attend the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra's Open Rehearsal designed 
for high school students. They arrived promptly to 
witness the mesmerizing enchantment that takes 
place behind the curtains of Symphony Hall.

Upon their arrival, our students had the privilege 
of engaging in an interactive interview with the 
exceptionally gifted composer, Iman Habibi, who 
hails from Iran and Canada. His latest 
composition, which had previously debuted at 
Tanglewood last summer, and set to take the stage 
at the Boston Symphony Hall.

However, the most 
extraordinary moment of 
the musical field trip came 
when the legendary Yo-Yo 
Ma graced the stage, 
performing Shostakovich's 
1st and 2nd Cello 
Concertos. Yo-Yo Ma's 
performance was so 
profound and inspirational 
that it left a lasting 
impression on the 
students.

WHS VISITS SYMPHONY HALL

Photo credits: Anna LeDuc and Dalia Izvolski

Darshan Tr io Per form s at  Gibbons

Darshan Trio, a professional piano trio led 
by violinist Vijay Gupta, performed for 
Gibbons Orchestra students on 
September 21st. They were joined by 
choreographer/dance artist, Yamini Kalluri, 
and performed music by composer, Reena 
Esmail. Vijay Gupta and Reena Esmail will 
be working with WHS Orchestras and 
Chamber Singers in November, in 
preparation for a performance at WHS on 
November 14 at 7:00pm.

https://scontent-bos5-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.30808-6/278271000_3169260443318271_421146697856005855_n.jpg?_nc_cat=108&ccb=1-7&_nc_sid=730e14&_nc_ohc=st3RL-rWOFYAX8Obxfn&tn=K5ReKUGfWudZji5E&_nc_ht=scontent-bos5-1.xx&oh=00_AT9AaJcWZ-RaBamtIhU240k-DRCOPBhccYno7HkbTrPWQA&oe=629C771D


WFAEA's Im pact : Funding Grant s, 
Clin icians, and Com m unit y Project s

www.WFAEA.org

Excit ing news f rom  WFAEA:  We are pleased to announce that WFAEA has granted funding of 
$1,300, for the purchase of 18 new Manhasset music stands and 1 music stand cart at Gibbons. 
This grant supported unanimously by WFAEA members, directly benefits the 150 band and 
orchestra students at Gibbons and future musicians.

Gibbons' m usic program s have been flourishing, and participation 
numbers are on the rise. In response to Band Director Craig Robbins' 
request, this funding addresses the urgent need for additional music stands. 
The shortage was affecting rehearsals and performances, making it essential 
to provide the necessary resources to our talented students. 

The decision to fund this project was discussed at the WFAEA meeting held 
on September 12, 2023. We are pleased to report that the vote was 
unanimous, reflecting the commitment of the association to support the arts 

and education at Gibbons. The grant 's impact is not limited 
to the present; it will serve as a foundation for generations 
of musicians to come.

Empowering Our Fine Arts Department: WFAEA Funding in Action
Parents and Community Sponsorship Fuel the Arts, Enriching Education

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
READ ALL ABOUT IT!
Journalism has joined the 
Fine Arts Department!
Fine Arts is expanding to include Journalism which will help us reach 
students interested in broadcast and writing for the school publications! 
We look forward to highlighting these amazing groups and offering 
support to a whole new creative path. 

We also hope this will inspire a new wave of parents to help join our 
efforts! Skip to page 13 to meet our new Journalism faculty member and 
co-advisor of the student newspaper, check out the publication here to 
see the great student work: The Lobby Observer, and follow WFAEA on 
Facebook to keep up with the latest news! (see what we did there?)

https://scontent-bos5-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.30808-6/278271000_3169260443318271_421146697856005855_n.jpg?_nc_cat=108&ccb=1-7&_nc_sid=730e14&_nc_ohc=st3RL-rWOFYAX8Obxfn&tn=K5ReKUGfWudZji5E&_nc_ht=scontent-bos5-1.xx&oh=00_AT9AaJcWZ-RaBamtIhU240k-DRCOPBhccYno7HkbTrPWQA&oe=629C771D
https://www.wfaea.org/
https://lobbyobserver.org/
https://lobbyobserver.org/
https://lobbyobserver.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wfaea.org
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NEW FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Craig Robbins is the new band director for Sarah W. Gibbons Middle School. He is 

primarily directing the 8th grade band and is teaching sectionals for the 7th grade band. 

Before coming to Gibbons, Craig taught grades 5-12 in the Harvard Public Schools. 

Additionally, he also has experience teaching individual private lessons, as well as music 

camps.

As a passionate teacher and musician, Craig is very excited and grateful to be able to 

teach bands in the Westborough Public School system and to share his love for music, 

especially jazz. He loves to recommend many musicians for his students to listen to in 

order to expand their love for music, and educate his students on the history of music, 

especially the intricate history of Jazz music. His middle school band teacher was a very 

influential figure for him, and his inspiration led him to choose this path for his career. 

He really hopes to inspire his students in the same way. He loves to share his enthusiasm 

for music in many ways. One recent example was creating Band sweatshirts and t-shirts. 

Before teaching, Craig earned his undergraduate degree from Berklee College of Music, 

and earned his Masters Degree in music education from Gordon College. 

As a Band director at Gibbons Middle School, Craig hopes to push his students to 

become the best musicians they can be. He focuses on giving students a diverse 

sampling of music to help them get better at reading unfamiliar music. He is very 

passionate about playing music his students enjoy and hear in their day to day lives, and 

to make learning music and playing in a band as enjoyable as possible.

Cr aig Robbins - Band Dir ect or  
At  Gibbons Middl e School

By Cole Petri & Daniel Korkin, 

Class of 2028



NEW FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

A Home With Heart  At  Hast ings
Join us in welcoming Amy Crossin as a full t ime Art Teacher at Hastings 
Elementary this year! We had a chance to chat about the year ahead, 
her first big project, and her new home at Hastings. If the name sounds 
familiar it 's because she spent last year teaching at Mill Pond as well as 
being a regular fixture in the local arts community. You can't help but 
warm to her in an instant and at the end of the conversation I knew I 
had made a friend.

She got her start teaching elementary art here in Westborough at Mill 
Pond School. A lifelong artist and creator, she has been the summer 
camp Art Director for Grafton Recreation, taught art at Fitzgerald 
Community School in Northborough, and founded The Parading 
Palette where she teaches private individual and group art lessons.

The position at Hastings Elementary was the perfect opportunity 
to commit to full-time art teaching where she started with a big 
collaborative project to kick off the year. Working with an often 
repeated motto, ?Hastings has heart? as her guide, she created a 
range of ways for all students to contribute to the final piece; 
younger students with markers, older students with paint 
exploring warm to cool colors. The result was the beautiful 
co-creation pictured here ? the perfect analogy for what Amy 
says she loves most about teaching in Westborough: being part 
of a larger community all working toward the same goal. ?Having 
come from Mill Pond, I know what?s coming down the road and I 
can help add to the great continuum of their arts education.?

?There are no mistakes in art? and ?they get to get messy here? 
are some of the best phrases to hear from an art educator as a parent ? Amy?s passion about art and teaching 
were contagious during our conversation and will surely be felt by her students. ?I love getting to know the 
kids. I love their enthusiasm, and being able to create a time in their day where they don?t have to have the 
right answer, just what?s in their heart. I want this class to be a small sparkle in their lives.?

Like most artists, it?s not a vocation, it?s a lifestyle, and she still spends time outside the class creating 
(watercolors are her first love!), contributing to the art community here in Westborough through Art Share*  
and exhibiting at the school shows. Sitting down to talk about her new role and arts education here in 
Westborough left me inspired and proud of the culture and investment into arts education we have here in 
town. We?re so excited that Amy is here and can?t wait to see more from her and her students in the coming 
year.

"I want this class to 
be a small sparkle 
in their lives."

www.WFAEA.org

* Don?t know what Art Share is? We didn?t either!  Amy explained that all the art teacher in Westborough get together once a month to show 
what they are working on, get feedback, encourage each other and trade tips?isn?t that the coolest? I had no idea and now I just want to 
know if parents can join too!



NEW FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Jessica Conr ad 
Engl ish and Jour nal ism 
Teacher , Co-Advisor  f or  
t he Lobby Obser ver  at  
West bor ough High School

We're so excit ed t o chat  w it h 
you, can you t ell us where you 
got  your  st ar t ?

I went to the University of New Hampshire 
for both undergrad and grad school. I have 
a Bachelor?s of Arts in English and History 
and a Master?s of Education in Secondary 
Education.

What  do you love m ost  about  t eaching 
in West borough so far?

I love how tight-knit the community seems 
to be. Working with students on the school 
newspaper and with Westborough TV has 
allowed me to really get to know the 
community and to be aware of important 
values and traditions of the town.

I really love the students! Already, my 
students and I have created solid 
connections that help me teach them best. 
Something I noticed right off the bat was 
how polite students at WHS are. At the end 
of class, nearly every one of my students 
thanks me on their way out. This was 
definitely new to me!

What  m ade you becom e a t eacher  ? 
and what  drew  you t o English and 
journalism ?

I went to college undecided and didn?t 
declare either of my majors until my 
sophomore year. I realized that my 
interests really centered around learning 
how and why people communicate in the 
ways that they do, which led me to study 
English and history. I love getting to know 
people and helping others in whatever 
ways I can, so I thought teaching would be 
a good fit for me. I enjoy being creative 
and the challenge of finding fun, engaging, 
and innovative ways to present 
information to students is one I proudly 
take on.

Were you par t  of  your  school's 
newspaper /publicat ions when you were 
in school?

Sadly, my high school did not have a 
school newspaper.

What  is your  philosophy about  t eaching 
journalism ?

I consider awareness (global, national, and 
local) and compassion to be the most 
important components of journalism. We 
spend a lot of time, in the journalism 
courses that I teach, discussing the ethics 
of journalism and the mindset that a good 
journalist has. I encourage my students to 
be curious about what is going on in the 
world around them and to pursue their 
interests through writing and 
broadcasting.

What  do you t h ink  about  journalism  
m oving int o t he Fine Ar t s Depar t m ent ?

Especially with broadcast journalism, there 
is definitely an artistic element to it. There 
is a lot of room for creativity, especially 
when it comes to script-writing for the 
news anchors, filming, and editing, so I 
think the courses are well-suited in the 
Fine Arts Department. There is still a lot of 
writing involved, but I think it?s great to 
have some curricular overlap between 
English and Fine Arts.

Are t here pot ent ial ways you'd l ike t o 
grow  t he st udent  publicat ions?

Yes! I?m definitely eager to increase our 
viewership, especially through the Lobby 
Observer?s social media pages. This year, 
the Advanced Journalism students have 
started working on a biweekly newsreel to 
be shown in period 1 classes every other 
Monday, which we also hope will increase 
student interest in what the Lobby O does. 
We have a lot of really talented students, 
so I?m constantly looking for new ways to 
get their work the attention it deserves!

WHAT THE STUDENTS 
SAY ABOUT 

JOURNALISM AT WHS:

"I love the creat ive f reedom I 
have in the class?

?You have the f reedom to 
write whatever you want  and 
express how you feel  about  

certain topics?

?Broadcast ing is my 
favorite!?

?My favorite aspect  of  
journal ism class is get t ing to 
go to Westborough TV and 

work in a professional  news 
studio?

?I love journal ism because I 
can share my opinions and 
passions on a large scale?

?It  is a fun way to interact  
with the community and the 

world?

www.WFAEA.org



The Westborough High School Marching Band had an incredible season this year, bringing 
the heat with their show, "The Latin Moods of RMB". It was a season filled with fantastic 
performances, unforgettable moments, and a sense of camaraderie that made it truly 
special.

Kicking off the season at the end of summer, the band gathered at their annual band camp, 
where they not only fine-tuned their music and formations but also built lasting memories. This time 
together allowed familiar faces to reconnect and new members to bond with the group, setting the 
stage for a season full of energy and enthusiasm.

But the magic truly began when they hit the field with their "The Latin Moods of RMB" show. Their 
performances were a feast for the senses, featuring pulsating rhythms, exciting melodies and a 
vibrant array of colors provided by the color guard.

Adding to the excitement of this season was their unwavering support for the nearly undefeated 
Westborough High School football team. At each home game, the band played an essential role in 
hyping up the crowd, creating an electric atmosphere in the stands. Their powerful performances 
energized the fans and motivated the team on the field.

The cherry on top of each football victory was the band's rendition of "Louie Louie," played with 
infectious enthusiasm at the end of every win. It became a tradition that fans eagerly anticipated, 
a joyful celebration of success!

 MARCHING BAND SPOTLIGHT

www.WFAEA.org

During this Marching Band season, Junior 

Ania and Senior JJ assumed the roles of 

Drum Majors. Their journey began at the 

Drum Major academy, a renowned 

nationwide summer program for high 

school drum majors and majorettes. As 

Drum Majors, their responsibilit ies 

involve conducting and leading the 

members of the Marching Band 

throughout rehearsals and performances. 

Their leadership is essential in 

maintaining the band's synchronization 

and fostering high spirits and energy 

levels among the members.

MEET THE DRUM MAJORS

https://scontent-bos5-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.30808-6/278271000_3169260443318271_421146697856005855_n.jpg?_nc_cat=108&ccb=1-7&_nc_sid=730e14&_nc_ohc=st3RL-rWOFYAX8Obxfn&tn=K5ReKUGfWudZji5E&_nc_ht=scontent-bos5-1.xx&oh=00_AT9AaJcWZ-RaBamtIhU240k-DRCOPBhccYno7HkbTrPWQA&oe=629C771D


The Ranger  Marching Band per form ed 
m usic f rom  

THE LATIN SOUNDS OF RMB!  

Click  t he l ink  t o view  t he 2023

 RMB Show!

Congrat ulat ions!

Class of  2024 RMB 
Seniors

Marching band video here

Get  Ready for  Kindness Week 
in West borough

Westborough Connects 

will be hosting the 

fourth annual 

Kindness Week  from 

November 5-11, 2023.  

Check out the website 

and follow them on 

social media for more 

information about the 

events planned.  

www.WFAEA.org

 SENIOR DAY OCTOBER 2023

https://uniim1.shutterfly.com/render/00-01RbYInybbrDZIwYLzkMLCiQx5pplx9rgF0pyPRRJP-iPENT9BLjvgWb4Ra2FSV_5cYdfB3jRoL_VZILaXEufg?cn=THISLIFE&res=large&ts=1682089648
https://www.westboroughconnects.org/
https://www.westboroughconnects.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=at36QT-iHrw
https://www.westboroughconnects.org/kindness-week-2023?fbclid=IwAR1Mlj_zSO4w3lr-t4upjCHll1PawaE4AvIZ2eFrtbbVuwbDImi_9oESCaA
https://www.facebook.com/wfaea.org
https://www.instagram.com/wfaea_/


ARTS AT GIBBONS MIDDLE SCHOOL

www.WFAEA.org

St r ing Ensem ble

8th graders at Gibbons 
practicing Zentangle 

patterns.   The 
students are drawing 
the patterns on flat 

papers which will then 
be folded into a 3D 

dipyramid form.

Band students having fun with their 
band teacher, Mr. Robbins, during 

sectional rehearsals this Fall. 



SKYRISE THEATER

www.WFAEA.org

Skryise Theat er  Shines in 
West borough: A Fall of  
Musical Magic

We're thrilled to spotlight 
Skyrise Theater,  This  youth 
performing arts company has 
been hard at work this fall, 
collaborating with Mill Pond and 
Gibbons Middle School students 
to bring us an array of 
sensational musical theater 
performances.

With enthusiasm and talent, 
Skyrise Theater has taken the 
stage by storm, preparing 
captivating shows like "We Are 
Monsters," "Prom," "Ghostlight," 
and "The Little Mermaid." The 
dedication and creativity of 
these young performers is truly 
inspiring.

From colorful costumes to fun 
melodies, Skyrise Theater 
transports audiences into the 
magical worlds they create. 
Keep an eye out for their 
upcoming performances and be 
ready to be swept away by their 
boundless talent!

Stay tuned for more updates 
from this Westborough gem, 
and make sure to mark your 
calendars for an unforgettable 
night at Skyrise Theater.

Top and middle: We are Monsters 
performance.

Bottom: Cast of The Little 
Mermaid



www.WFAEA.org

It 's the beginning of the year, so students are 
discovering how they can be musical.  Our second 
and third graders at Armstrong have had a strong 
start exploring different dances such as longways 
sets and Dandiya.  They have also been enjoying 
exploring many unpitched percussion instruments 
such as djembe, guiros, light up drumsticks, and 
rubber chickens!

www.WFAEA.org

LINKS TO FINE ARTS PAGES

BAND
CHOIR

THEATER

ORCHESTRA

Kindergarten music classes at Fales School 
have been composing rhythms using craft 
sticks to shape quarter notes, eighth notes, 
and rests.

Students practiced clapping and saying their 
rhythms and then transferred them onto hand 
drums.

ARMSTRONG FALES

MUSIC IN OUR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

http://whs.westboroughk12.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2220638&pageId=2220644
https://www.westboroughrangerband.com
https://westboroughhighschoolchoirs.weebly.com
https://www.whscenterstage.com/
http://westboroughorchestra.westboroughk12.org


ART AT ARMSTRONG

www.WFAEA.orgwww.WFAEA.org

TOP LEFT: 1st Grade-Swirly leaves made with shaving cream and acrylic paint glued to a 
mixed media fall background.

TOP RIGHT: 3rd Grade-Leaf prints on a watercolor background enhanced by chalk pastels 
in warm colors.

BOTTOM LEFT: 2nd Grade-Circles in space, inspired byThe Beautiful Oopsby: Barney 
Saltzberg using black and colored sharpies and analogous colors.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Kindergarten-watercolor markers on a coffee filter in celebration of 
International Dot Day for Peter H. Reynolds andThe Dot.

All t he k ids at  Arm st rong Elem ent ary, f rom  every grade, 
 have been creat ing awesom e ar t  t h is fal l .



FINE ARTS CLUBS

www.WFAEA.org

Ex pl o r e A r t i st i c  A dv ent ur es w i t h  
W est bo r o ugh  Sch o o l s' Fine A r t s Cl ubs!
Dive into the world of creativity with Westborough Schools' Fine Arts Clubs! 

Westborough schools offers a range of exciting extracurricular activities for students of all ages. 
Whether it?s painting, music, drama, or more, there is a fine arts club for everyone. 

A Cappella Choirs
Ar t  Open St udio
Cent erSt age
Cham ber  Ensem bles
Cham ber  Orchest ra
Color  Guard
Fall Dram a Product ion
Fest ival Jazz Band
Im prov Troupe
Lobby-O Online Newspaper
Marching Band
Musical
Nat ional Ar t  Honor  Societ y
One Act  Fest ival
Pit  Orchest ra
Pot t ery Club
Reper t oire Jazz Band
St r ing Quar t et
Tr i-M Honor  Societ y

Ar t  Club                         
Cham ber  Orchest ra
Cham ber  Singers
Fall Dram a
Jazz Band
Wind Ensem ble
Musical
Pot t ery Exper ience

Blue Heron Band
Cham ber  Chorus           
Cham ber  Orchest ra

W H S CLUBS A ND ACT I V I T I ES GI BBONS CLUBS A ND ACT I V I T I ES

M I LL POND CLUBS A ND ACT I V I T I ES

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fstatic.vecteezy.com%2Fsystem%2Fresources%2Fpreviews%2F019%2F807%2F015%2Fnon_2x%2Fmusic-note-graphic-clipart-design-free-png.png&tbnid=GNexKEpTzTMvnM&vet=12ahUKEwjBra6an63_AhXBEmIAHc4PAlIQMygMegUIARCRAg..i&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vecteezy.com%2Fpng%2F19807015-music-note-png-graphic-clipart-design&docid=gDvsHKIDp5ZosM&w=1694&h=980&q=music%20clip%20art&client=safari&ved=2ahUKEwjBra6an63_AhXBEmIAHc4PAlIQMygMegUIARCRAg


www.WFAEA.org

WFAEA BUSINESS SPONSORS

Excit ing news ! WFAEA now has a large screen TV and st and t o be used t o elect ronically  
display t he logos of  our  Orchest ra-level business sponsors as well as im por t ant  f ine ar t s 
news dur ing WHS f ine ar t s concer t s and event s. This provides a way for  local businesses 
t o showcase t heir  suppor t  for  t he ar t s.  Look  for  t he display out side of  t he audit or ium  at  
t he next  event ! 

Becom e a sponsor  and have your  
Logo present ed on t he new 

elect ronic display at  an upcom ing 
event .

TO OUR GENEROUS 2023/2024 SPONSORS!

Thank you t o our  sponsors!

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=adb8250c5c&attid=0.5&permmsgid=msg-f:1757918584875163111&th=186561a39b8a9de7&view=fimg&fur=ip&sz=s0-l75-ft&attbid=ANGjdJ-QuxYgqtA7vKTZ1OlbhJpzRDKss2Zk7wgGbBL2hcV-YiQOGYV6NbZXSik4qne-vBGy8sQ6PtSWm4z2FW3GyWUvAz2mXnPwWk7mA_gARAUdG0FpybyYW0DFk3k&disp=emb&realattid=ii_le5xy3yi4
https://www.westborodental.com/
https://www.wfaea.org/patron-packages
https://www.mathnasium.com
https://www.davidfrenchmusic.com
https://www.wfaea.org/
https://mugfords.com
https://www.coldharborbrewing.com
http://www.coxtutoringgroup.com
https://www.raveis.com/teammember/edithpaley/16970
https://misstanya.com/
https://www.brushfloss.com/locations/westborough/


WFAEA thanks our generous 2023-2024 supporters

St anding Ovat ion ($300)
Kathleen Swanson and Eric Fitch

Salut e ($30)

Applause ($50)
DeCoste Family

Cheer  ($75)Bravo ($100)
The Hammond Family

Chace Family

Crandall Family

Papaioannou Family

The Perry Family

The Hubbard Family

The Workman Family

The Fairbanks Family

Keogh Family

Encore ($150)
The Niece Family

The Datta/Dasgupta Family

Anna Leduc & Mark Zepf

Josh Gordon and Naomi Botkin

The Chong Family

You can also m ake a donat ion w it hout  becom ing a WFAEA m em ber .

President      Lisa Chace

Vice President      Jessica Crandall

Treasurer      Jennifer Niece

Secretary      Kathy Swanson             

     

WFAEA 2023-24 OFFICERS

www.WFAEA.org

Does your  West borough st udent  par t icipat e in...
Marching Band, Chorus, Orchestra, Visual Arts, Band, Theater, Tri-M, A Cappella Groups,

Art Honors Society, Small Ensembles, Tech crew, Pottery or Journalism?

Consider  join ing WFAEA and suppor t  f ine ar t s in it iat ives and event s across our  
school dist r ict .  There are m any big and sm all ways t o get  involved!

https://www.abcteach.com/documents/clip-art-cello-bw-i-abcteachcom-42180
https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=WIJvxFGyZZY3ZxM0215okUlbbLtnY1C0ggNlBWIHaPw2wPCHi_1NCGeHAf5GVRsREmwgAX1bInm3qvWm
https://www.wfaea.org/membership
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